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• Joining UNISON 

Do you know anyone 

who is not part of 

UNION? 

 

You are part of the UK’s 

largest Union. 

If you know friends, family 

or colleagues are looking 

for support or just some 

guidance, join UNISON 

today. Please refer them to 

the link below: 

 

Join the union 

click below: 
https://join.unison.org.uk/  

 

Every member has 

access to a full range of 

member benefits: 

 

➢ Advice, support and 

help when you need it 

at work. 

➢ Legal help for you at 

work and your family at 

home*  

➢ Financial assistance and 

debt advice in times of 

need. 

➢ Healthcare offers such 

as dental, life insurance 

and eye care vouchers. 

➢ And we offer a range of 

exclusive member 

discounts that can 

➢ that can save you and 

your family money when 

you are shopping, buying 

   In Waltham Forest 

 
Welcome to our first newsletter 

 

Unison Waltham Forest Local Government Branch 

Janet Walker Branch Secretary (FT) 

Kamella Dorsett Branch Organiser (PT) 

Annabelle Stanford Joint UNISON Health & Safety Officer (PT) 

Sheila Gobel Business Support (PT) 

                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                      

                         
  Janet Walker                                 Kamella Dorsett                            

                 
  Annabelle Stanford                         Sheila Gobel  

In the past month, the branch has recruited two new H&S reps. 

Health & Safety remains one of the highest priorities to our members 

given the covid pandemic.  We are now moving into the winter 

months, where the well-being of our members will be tested. If you are 

interested in becoming a Health and Safety rep, workplace steward, or 

workplace contact - please contact the branch on 

admin@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk or 0208 496 4703 or branch 

secretary on 0208 496 4547  

Full training and support/mentoring will be offered. 

 

Interested in becoming a Workplace rep?  

 

UNISON Waltham Forest is a Local Government Branch with a 

relatively large membership. It is important that the voice of our 

members is seen as a priority. 

If you are interested in becoming a committee member, please contact 

the branch to have an informal discussion about the position. 

 

See links to all positions on our national website here 

 

https://join.unison.org.uk/
mailto:admin@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
https://www.unison.org.uk/about/our-organisation/activists/branch-roles/
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insurance or looking for 

a holiday.  

➢ You can get this from as 

little as £1.30 a 

month, depending on 

how much you earn. 

*Terms and conditions 

apply  

Full list of benefits can be 

found click here:  

https://benefits.unison.org.uk/ 

 

 

Contact us

 

 

Unison Waltham Forest 

Room 215, 2nd Floor  

313 Billet Road 

Walthamstow 

London 

E17 5PX 

 

Branch staff…

 

Branch Secretary, Janet 

Walker 

Janet.Walker@unisonwalth

amforest.org.uk  

0208 496 4703 

 

Admin@unisonwalthamfore

st.org.uk  

0208 496 4703 

 

Branch Organiser, 

Kamella Dorsett 

Kamella.Dorsett@unisonwa

lthamforest.org.uk 

0208 496 4502 

 

 

Branch Committee Roles Unfilled 

 

Welfare Officer  

LGBT+ Officer 

Retired Members’ Secretary 

Black Members’ Officer 

Membership Officer 

Education Co-Ordinator, 18hrs paid facility time - contact branch if you are 

interested. 

 
In the past month… 

 

Black History Month Summary 

UNISON Waltham Forest celebrated Black History Month Oct 2021, by 

asking staff if they wished to be engaged, share stories, pictures poems, 

anything. We asked our members and non-members if they would be 

interested in sharing their lived history to now. 

We received a good number of responses and shared these regularly with our 

members. We have created a glossary of the collective content shared with 

our members during Black History Month. See attached doc… 

 

.   
We would like to feature a piece on 
Windrush and draw attention to Janet 
McKay-Williams who is one of our 
members, who was part of a BBC 
documentary series about the Windrush 
Scandal.  
 

  
A shocking drama inspired by the 
Windrush scandal. The documentary can 
be via this link Sitting Limbo - Windrush 
Scandal  
 
 
After 50 years in the UK, Anthony Bryan, 
Janet’s partner was wrongfully detained by 
the Home Office and threatened with 
deportation.  
 
We have invited Janet Mckay-Williams to 
come back and speak at our AGM 
meeting on 29 March 2022 – 12:00 – 
14:00 

Windrush: 'Litany of flaws' by Home 
Office sees just 5% of victims 
compensated in five years  

The compensation scheme was launched 
in July 2018 at an estimated cost of at 
least £200 million in the wake of the 
Windrush scandal that left thousands of 
Commonwealth immigrants – who came 
to Britain in the decades following the 
Second World War –incorrectly denied 
their rights, lost their jobs and in some 
cases, were deported. 

But as of the end of September, only 
20.1% of the initially estimated 15,000 
eligible claimants had applied, just 5.8% 
had received any payment and 23 
individuals had sadly died without 
receiving compensation. 

ITV News Feature 24th November 2021  

Information for applicants to the 
Windrush Scheme and Windrush 
Compensation Scheme can be found 
via the link below 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collection
s/windrush  

https://benefits.unison.org.uk/
mailto:Janet.Walker@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Janet.Walker@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Admin@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Admin@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Kamella.Dorsett@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Kamella.Dorsett@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/Kamel/Documents/UNISON/Unison%20Monthly%20Newsletter/Sitting%20Limbo%20-%20Windrush%20Scandal
file:///C:/Users/Kamel/Documents/UNISON/Unison%20Monthly%20Newsletter/Sitting%20Limbo%20-%20Windrush%20Scandal
https://www.itv.com/news/2019-07-04/home-office-is-to-start-making-windrush-payments-under-compensation-scheme
https://www.itv.com/news/2018-04-11/windrush-generation-nhs-worker-lost-job-and-faces-deportation-despite-living-in-the-uk-for-more-than-50-years
https://www.itv.com/news/2021-11-24/just-5-of-windrush-victims-have-been-compensated-in-five-years
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/windrush
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/windrush
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Joint UNISON H&S 

Officer, Annabelle 

Stanford 

Annabelle.Stanford@unison

walthamforest.org.uk  

0208 496 4874 

 

Business Support, Sheila 

Gobel 

Sheila.Gobel@unisonwaltha

mforest.org.uk 

0208 496 4703 

 

Branch officers 

 

Branch Chair, Jonathan 

Savage 

Jonathan.Savage@walthamf

orest.gov.uk 

Vice Chair, Melinda 

Christopher 

Melinda.Christopher@walt

hamforest.gov.uk 

Treasurer, Oona Kelly 

o.kelly@wsfg.waltham.sch.u

k 

Publicity Officer, Yousaf 

Hassan 

Yousaf.Hassan@walthamfor

est.gov.uk 

Labour Link Officer, 

Yousaf Hassan 

Yousaf.Hassan@walthamfor

est.gov.uk 

Equalities Officer, Janet 

Walker 

Janet.Walker@unisonwalth

amforest.org.uk 

 

 

Health & Safety Update 

 
Alongside national guidance, locally our H&S officer provides support 

and advice in these areas. 

 

• Workplace Risk Assessments 

• Sickness/Occupational Health & Wellbeing  

• Education Health & Safety 

• Corporate reporting on H&S 

 

Corona Virus & Your rights at work. https://www.unison.org.uk/at-

work/local-government/coronavirus-guidance-local-government-

workers/ 

Member’s Voice 

We have decided that our newsletter will be part member and part 

office lead. Your views count. 

 

• Do you have a workplace rep? 

• Do you have organized branch meetings? 

• Would you like support in setting one up? 

 

Voting on your behalf… 
 

UNISON Waltham Forest participates in a number of votes on your 

behalf, to support delegates whose voice represents the membership, 

from NEC members to voting on regional matters. To ensure you are 

kept informed and up to date, please get in contact to let us know if 

you receive correspondence from the branch and if not, update your 

contact details. 

 

Do you want to get involved? Please contact the branch for more 

information. 

NJC Pay Strike Ballot Frequently asked questions…  

https://www.unison.org.uk/njc-strike-ballot-member-faqs/ 

A new charter calls for concrete steps to 

improve the working lives of disabled people 

https://www.unison.org.uk/news/2021/10/unison-helps-found-disability-

employment-charter/  

UNISON is one of six founding member organisations which launched 

a new Disability Employment Charter this month, calling on the 

government to do much more to improve the working lives of disabled 

people.The charter was produced as a response to the government’s 

long-awaited national disability strategy, which was published in 

July.Disability Group - If you are interested in starting a group please 

contact:  Disabilities Officer, Phoebe Savidge 

Phoebe.Savidge@walthamforest.gov.uk 

mailto:Annabelle.Stanford@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Annabelle.Stanford@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Sheila.Gobel@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Sheila.Gobel@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Jonathan.Savage@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Jonathan.Savage@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Melinda.Christopher@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Melinda.Christopher@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:o.kelly@wsfg.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:o.kelly@wsfg.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:Yousaf.Hassan@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Yousaf.Hassan@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Yousaf.Hassan@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Yousaf.Hassan@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Janet.Walker@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
mailto:Janet.Walker@unisonwalthamforest.org.uk
https://www.unison.org.uk/at-work/local-government/coronavirus-guidance-local-government-workers/
https://www.unison.org.uk/at-work/local-government/coronavirus-guidance-local-government-workers/
https://www.unison.org.uk/at-work/local-government/coronavirus-guidance-local-government-workers/
https://www.unison.org.uk/at-work/local-government/coronavirus-guidance-local-government-workers/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/2021/10/unison-helps-found-disability-employment-charter/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/2021/10/unison-helps-found-disability-employment-charter/
mailto:Phoebe.Savidge@walthamforest.gov.uk
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Pensions Officer, Sandra 

Bennett 

Sandra.Bennett@walthamfo

rest.gov.uk 

International Officer, 

Nikki Russel 

Nikki.Russel@walthamfores

t.gov.uk 

Environmental Officer, 

Kellie Phillips 

Kellie.Phillips@walthamfore

st.gov.uk 

Young Members’ 

Officer, Danielle 

Dempsey 

Danielle.Dempsey@waltha

mforest.gov.uk 

Women’s Officer, Jane 

Brueseke 

Jane.Brueseke@walthamfor

est.gov.uk 

Disabilities Officer, 

Phoebe Savidge 

Phoebe.Savidge@walthamfo

rest.gov.uk 

 

Social Media 

Platforms 

UNISON Waltham 

Forest Website 

 

https://www.unisonwalth

amforest.org.uk/  

 

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.co

m/UnisonWalthamFore

st  

Instagram 

https://www.instagram.c

om/unisontheunion  

 

 

 

What are Self Organised Groups? -SOG 

 
Have you thought about being involved in a SOG? Contact the 

branch or branch officers to discuss…. 

Branch Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

29th March 2022 – 12:00-14:00 

Speakers 

John Cryer MP supporting UNISON 

 

 

National Events: 

World Aid’s Day on 1st December 

https://www.worldaidsday.org/ 

  

mailto:Sandra.Bennett@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Sandra.Bennett@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Nikki.Russel@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Nikki.Russel@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Kellie.Phillips@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Kellie.Phillips@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Danielle.Dempsey@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Danielle.Dempsey@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Jane.Brueseke@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Jane.Brueseke@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Phoebe.Savidge@walthamforest.gov.uk
mailto:Phoebe.Savidge@walthamforest.gov.uk
https://www.unisonwalthamforest.org.uk/
https://www.unisonwalthamforest.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/UnisonWalthamForest
https://www.facebook.com/UnisonWalthamForest
https://www.facebook.com/UnisonWalthamForest
https://www.instagram.com/unisontheunion
https://www.instagram.com/unisontheunion
https://www.worldaidsday.org/

